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DIARY DATES 
  

 
August 
 
21st School Council Meeting 
24th Year 5 Education Experience/ incursion Science 
27th Year 2 Education Experience IMAX & Museum 
29th Year 6 Education Experience/ Excursion NGV& MWF 
 
September 
 
 5th Year 6 Night of the Notables 
 6th Transition Evening for  New Family of 2019 
 7th  Year 1 Education Experience/ Excursion Cheltenham 
12th  Dress Rehearsal Whole School 
12th District Athlete-selected students   
12th School Concert at Besen Centre 
18th Year  5/6 China trip 
21st  LAST DAY finish at 2:30pm 
 
Term 3 16th July—21st September 
Term 4 8th October—21st December  
 
Curriculum Days (student free days) 
Monday   5th November 
 
YR  2  9th November ---- Year  2 Sleepover 
21st December Student Optional Day 

 

2019 Foundation Enrolments 
If you have a child ready to commence school next year, 
enrolments are now due to ensure their place at Wattle Park 
Primary School for Foundation 2019. 
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Dear Parents, 

So they have arrived! No, not our NAPLAN results but our two 
lambs! Everyone is so, so very excited. 

Yesterday, Mr Stringer (Darcy’s dad) arrived with two poddy lambs 
from a farm called Coon Moor in East Gippsland. 

Every year at lambing time there are orphaned lambs due to many 
reasons. This year in the drought it is really tough on the ewe. As a 
result, we see more orphans than usual. The lambs will be housed in 
their own fox proof shed behind the chickens for night time however 
they will be tethered throughout the day in the school grounds and 
will be able to run with students when supervised by a teacher at re-
cess and lunchtimes. 

Fortunately we have an agricultural scientist on our teaching staff 
member, Mr Watts our Year 2 teacher who knows a thing or two 
about animal husbandry. Hence our year two students will be respon-
sible for the welfare of the lambs throughout their time at the school 
until they develop into sheep. 

The lambs will need temporary accommodation at weekends that 
once again is fox proof. If you are able to provide shelter and care for 
the lambs on a weekend please contact Mr Watts by email 
watts.daniel.w@edumail.vic.gov.au you will be provided with an 
information sheet and feeding guidelines as to how to prepare the 
powdered milk for feeding.  

And no, we haven’t named the lambs yet! But they should have 
names by the end of the day.  

The Year 3 and 4 students returned yesterday from their three day 
camp, Camp Arrabri in Warburton. Although cold, we were blessed 
with dry weather which enabled the students to participate in all 
planned outdoor activities. I would like to particularly thank Mr 
Richard Abell, Team 3/4 Leader for his thorough organisation of the 
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camp which enabled a smooth event free camp. Thanks also to staff; Ms Deb Alderson, Mr Steve Donohue, Mrs Melinda Downes , Ms 
Amy Easterbrook, Mrs Melinda Downes, Mrs Jo Gleeson, Mrs Kathy Skantzos and parents Mr Andrew Brodie and Mrs Sheila John for 
providing wonderful support and supervision of the students during day and night times.  

School camp provides staff with the opportunity to become more familiar with students outside of the classroom but most importantly 
provides students with the opportunity to develop the beginnings of independence and learn resilience. However we are so fortunate at 
Wattle Park to have such wonderful students. They are delightful people who are well mannered, caring, encouraging and supportive of 
their peers. We’re more than happy to take them all again next year! 

This week is also National Science Week- the theme for National Science Week in 2018 is Game Changers and Change Makers. 
All Foundation, Year 1 and Year 2 students have been participating in a ‘Game Changer invention competition’, Year 5 and 6 challenge 
is to consider the problem, ‘Can you invent a better future? ‘They are encouraged to think of a problem and a solution, name of the so-
lution and or invention and a diagram that explains it.  

Science lessons are timetabled weekly throughout the year at Wattle Park from Foundation through to Year 6.  It is an essential part of 
the school curriculum.  

I would like to bring it to your attention that every day before school, at recess and lunchtime and then after school we have at least 
three teachers out on yard- duty. The purpose of yard duty for staff is to ensure that students are safe, playing appropriately and to be a 
presence around our extensive grounds. However at the end of the day when students are collected by their parents or care-givers it is 
your duty to ensure your children are behaving and playing appropriately according to our school values; care, challenge, encourage, 
respect, to be responsible and value. 

This is my last newsletter until September 12th while I take long service leave to travel to Ottawa and Leeds. Mr Steve Donohue will be 
in charge of the school which involves composing the fortnightly newsletter-it’s sure to be informative and entertaining.  

Enjoy the weekend- spring is certainly in the air, but do you know it’s also officially the beginning of bushfire season for New South 
Wales? Victoria is probably not far behind.  A frightening thought considering it’s only August!  

 

Warm Regards Gayle 

 

 

The arrival of our two poddy lambs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Running Club 

Fridays morning 8:15am 

Please note: Running Club will be only running on Fridays until the 
weather gets warmer. 

Enrolments for Foundation 2019 are 

open. Please send in enrolment papers 

now to help facilitate staff numbers for 

2019. Please include birth Certificate and 

Medicare Immunisation Certificate. 

 
If your child is absent from school, it is essential to inform the school on 
the day of absence via compass or by ringing the office. Please note, 
when your child  returns to school, make sure the absence notice is   
given to the teacher. It is a Depatment requirement that parents inform 
the school of any absences each morning. 
 

Do we have your latest contact details? 
Please make sure we have your latest contact 
details. 

Second Hand Uniform Shop will be Open 

Monday 20th August 

Monday 10th September 

3:30-4pm 

Donations of good quality second hand uni-
form welcome. Please take to the office. 
Items from $2 

All School Uniforms should be clearly named. 

It is hard to find the owner when the clothing 

is unnamed. 
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Parent Opinion Survey 2018 

WE WANT OUR PARENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK 

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion 

Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is conducted 

amongst a sample of randomly selected parents at each school.  

It is designed to assist our school in gaining an understanding of parents’ perception of school 

climate, student engagement and relationships with our parent community. Our school will use 

the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.  

 

The survey will be conducted online by ORIMA Research Pty Ltd and only takes 15 minutes to 

complete. The survey can be accessed via desktop computer, laptop, tablet or mobile at any 

convenient time within the fieldwork period from Monday 23rd July to Sunday 26th August.  

Approximately 30 per cent of parents will be invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses 

to the survey are anonymous. 

The online survey is available in English, Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (Hakha) and Hindi. 

The survey results will be reported back to our school at the end of September 

 

For further information, please speak to you child’s teacher or visit: 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/perform

surveyparent.aspx 

 
 
             
   

 
 
 



Late Arrivals and Early Leave Proce-
dures 

 

 

If your child arrives late to school, Parents/Guardians are to sign in your 
child/ren in the Late/Early Leave sign in book at the office.  The late slip is 
to be handed into the office where the details will be entered into Com-
pass.  The slip will then be stamped and returned to the student who will 
then give it to their teacher.  If a late slip is given to the teacher un-
stamped, the student will be asked to return to the office for the details to 
be entered. 
 

If you are collecting your child early from school, Parents/Guardians, 

please fill out the Late/Early Leave book and hand slip to the office where 

again it will be entered into Compass and you then can collect your child.  

Please hand this slip to the office. 









 

We are halfway through the term and Production preparations have kicked into high gear. A 

run down on how to purchase tickets for this year’s show is included in this newsletter as the 

excitement really starts to build. 

Rehearsals – Along with continuing to rehearse our dances and have spots allocated, next 
week we will begin combining year levels to polish our transitions and songs during 
Performing Arts classes. 
  
Students who are acting have been attending play and lunchtime rehearsals with myself and 
Ms. Statkus and diligently learning their lines. Most are now going without their scripts, which 
means the ‘acting’ is really starting to shine. 
 

Costumes – Families will no doubt be busy discussing and finalizing what will be worn. Any 
costumes (t-shirts and/or accessories) provided by school will be given to class teachers in 
the coming weeks. Please feel free to start sending in your child’s costume in a named 
plastic bag.  
 
As a reminder, costumes are due at school by Friday 7th September in preparation for 
our full dress rehearsal on Tuesday 11th September. 
 

This is what our Performance Season looks like leading up to the big night: 
 
Week 6-8 – Combined Year/Level rehearsals. ALL COSTUMES MUST BE AT SCHOOL 
BY FRIDAY 7TH SEPTEMBER 
 
Week 9 – Tuesday 11th September – Whole School Dress Rehearsal 
Junior School (F-Yr2) 9:30-10:30 in the Gym for local kindergartens. 
 
Although the rehearsal is closed to parents, it would be great to have Parent Helpers for the 
Junior grades to help dress children for their special performance. 
 
Senior School (Yr3-6) 12:00 in the Gym (no kinder audience).  
 
 
WEDNESDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER – Rehearsal at the Besen Centre, Mount Scopus during 
school hours. Performance at the Besen Centre, Mount Scopus beginning at 7:00pm. 
Students are required backstage at 6:30pm. 
 

Permission forms for our rehearsal at the Besen Centre are 
due by Friday 7th September. 
 
 

 



 

Wattlewood Studios 

Presents 

Wednesday 12th September for  

ONE SHOW ONLY

Venue: Besen Centre (Mount Scopus) 

87-89 Station Street, Burwood 

6.45pm for a 7pm start (Students to arrive 6.30pm) 

Ticket sales open on Wednesday 22nd August at 9:00am 

TICKET SALES ON-LINE 

Tickets are available from TryBooking, a secure service for our ticket sales.  

It’s easy to book: 

Click on this link:  https://www.trybooking.com/XIDL 

1. Choose the performance 

2. Select your seats and tickets 

3. Click ‘checkout’ and pay with your credit card 

4. A confirmation via email will be sent with your tickets attached 

5. Print out your own tickets to bring with you to the Production. 

 

Important Information 

There is no limit on the number of tickets to purchase, so please purchase tickets 

early to avoid disappointment.  

Ticket Pricing: $25 per ticket. A 30 cent per ticket booking fee will be added to your 

purchase. 

Don’t miss out on this special show! 









Student run fete stalls 
Calling all entrepreneurial Wattle Park Primary students who would like to help raise funds for the school. We would 

like to give you all this opportunity to put together your proposal to run a fete stall. Below are the details of what 

you will need to prepare for your proposal and the guidelines for the student stall holders. Proposals need to be 

submitted to the office by Friday 7th September. Teams who meet the guidelines will be advised the last week of 

term so they can start preparing over the school holidays. 

Your proposal will need to include: 

 Stall Name 

 Names and class of team members (minimum of 3 per team) 

 The name of the adult who is to supervise the team, and their contact details. 

 What product, activity or service the stall will offer. 

 Is your stall an inside or outside stall? If outside, what area of the school you would like to set up and how 
much area you will need. 

 What equipment and materials you will require for the stall. 

 How the team will get their raw materials (what you are going to make / use to sell) 

 Budget including:  
o Costs of materials and other expenses. 
o How much products/activity/service will be sold for 
o Number of products/activities/services they aim to sell 
o Expected profit (funds raised for the school) 

 
The Guidelines for the Student stalls: 

 The market stalls will be set up in the gym. 

 The stall will include a table, and two chairs. 

 The team will be responsible for organising everything else they need for the stall. 

 The stalls will run between 4-5.30pm (you need to enjoy the fete too!!) 

 The team will need to cover their own expenses, with donations or self-funding. (There will be no 
reimbursements from the fete committee) 

 Open to all students. 

 Any food products (like baked items) would need to follow the same guidelines as the cake stall. (all bakers 
need to be listed on the baking register, and all items need to have ingredients listed, etc.)  Your proposal 
will need to include how you will manage food safety. Contact the fete committee with your food stall idea 
before your writing proposal so we can send you the food handling guidelines wppsfete@gmail.com.  

 The team adult needs to be at the stall for the entire time to support the students. 

 All the money raised will be collected and counted the same as all other stalls. Students will be 
acknowledged for their contribution to the fete. 

 All stalls need to align with the school values such as Scarecrow.  

 For further details or questions, contact the fete team wppsfete@gmail.com  













Community Advertising 



Community Advertising 


